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BROOME NURSING HOME, AGREEMENT WITH THE RUBIBI 

758. Mrs C.A. MARTIN to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
I understand that an agreement has now been reached between the Western Australian Government and Rubibi, 
the native title claimants, on the proposed Broome aged-care facility.  What benefits will this agreement bring to 
the Broome community? 
Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question and for the work she did with the Rubibi, Hon Tom Stephens and me to 
bring this matter to conclusion.  The outcome has been very positive.  The Minister for Health is very pleased 
that we have managed to reach a very significant agreement with the Rubibi, which will see the 55-bed nursing 
home built in Broome.  It has been an important breakthrough.  I was pleased to be able to be in the electorate of 
the member for Kimberley last weekend to talk to the community about this.  The negotiations that took place 
between the Department of Land Administration and the Rubibi through the Kimberley Land Council were 
undertaken in good faith by all the parties involved.  We put forward a proposal, the land council came back with 
an alternative tenure arrangement, and we subsequently worked out the detail of it. 
I will share with members what we have agreed.  The agreement will provide that the Government will transfer 
five hectares of crown land to the Rubibi Aboriginal Land Heritage and Development Trust on a conditional 
freehold, the condition being that the land is used for the provision of facilities for the aged and disabled.  
Southern Cross WA Aged Care will then lease the land from the Rubibi and establish a nursing home to care for 
aged and disabled people.  The Rubibi recognise that this is good for Broome and also, of course, for their own 
people.  It will allow many aged people who have had to leave Broome to return home so that they can live 
among their people. 
Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Is the lease in perpetuity? 
Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  No, it is conditional freehold; it is a freehold held on the condition that the land is used 
for the provision of facilities for the aged and disabled.  It has been a very creative solution to the problem.  It 
means that the Rubibi have their freehold, the aged-care facility is being put in place and 30 new jobs are being 
created.  Southern Cross WA Aged Care has told me that it is very much committed to maximising the 
employment opportunities for the Rubibi in this arrangement.  We are hopeful that this development will 
commence in the second half of this year. 
 


